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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS : 
A^feystem for transmitting a document from a first location to 
a second location\through a disinterested third location, said system 
comprising: 

means for selecting said third location discrete from said first 
location and said second location, said third location being associated with 
a party disinterested in\said transmitted document; 

means at least in part operable at said first location for transmitting 
a document to said third location; 

means at least in par£\pperable at said third location for receiving 
said document transmitted byWid transmitting means, wherein said 
received document is in electronic form after receipt at said third location; 

means at least in part opei<able at said third location for producing a 
confirmation of receipt of said received electronic document; and 

means at least in part operabl^ at said third location for reproducing 
for delivery to said second location said received electronic document in a 
plurality of different formats. \ 



2. The^feystem of claim 1, wherein said transmission means 
comprises: 

means for time stamping said transmitted document according to a 
secure real time clock in communication with said transmitting means. 



3. The system of cl^iiss^ 1, wherein said receiving means 
comprises: 

means for accepting docume^(ra\transmitted in humanly readable 
tangible form; and 

means for accepting-documents transmitted in machine readable 
electronic form. 
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selected from the group consisting of: 
a printed ^ocument; 
a FAX transmission; and 
an e-mail transmission. 



4. The system of claim 3, wherein said received document is 




5. 



The system of claim 1, wherein said transmitting means is 



selected from the groupy consisting of: 

a general purpose\computer operating under control of a general 
purpose electronic mail application; 

a general purpose computer operating in combination with an 
intermediary communication server; 

a general purpos^edfflbuter operating under^^eontrol of a special 
purpose application^adapted specifically for said system; and 

a facsimile 4ransmissioVi tie vice. J 

6. The system of claimvL, wherein s^id transmitting means 
further comprises means for comi^nicatiit^additional information with 
said transmitted document. ^ \^ 

7. The system of claim 6, wherein said additional information 
comprises an indication of payment forVhe service of transmitting said 
document. \ 

8. The system of claim 7, wherein said confirmation producing 
means is inoperable until said indication of payment is validated. 

9. The system of claim 7, wherein said indication of payment is 
an indicia of pre-payment deducted from a credit storage device coupled to 
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said transmitting means, said indicia being transmitted to said receiving 
means accompanying said transmitted document. 

10. The, system of claim 9, wherein said credit storage device 
includes an internal time device and said transmitted document includes 
time information provided by said internal time device. 

11. The systfem of claim 7, wherein said indication of payment is 
authorization to fund the transmission from an account established 
external to said transmitting means. 

12. The system oftclaim 6, wherein said additional information 
comprises instructions regarding the delivery of said transmitted document 
to said second location. ^ 



13. The system of claim 6, wherein said additional information 
comprises instructions regarding storage/of a copy of said transmitted 
document by said receiving means. \ / 

14. The system of claim 1, wherein said reproducing means 
comprises: \ 

means for formatting said received document according to a 
predetermined protocol for delivery to said second location. 

15. The system of claim 1, whereinXsaid reproducing means 
comprises: \ 

means for reproducing said received document as a physical 
document to be physically delivered to said secorid location; and 
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\ 

meari^ for reproducing said received document as a properly 
formatted electronic document to be electronically delivered to said second 
location. 

16. The system of claim 15, wherein said electronic document 
reproduced as a physical document is delivered to said second location 
through said disinterested party's established predefined routes for 
document delivery. 

17. The system oY claim 1, wherein said reproducing means 
comprises a document printer operatin g und er control of said disinterested 
party. 



18. The/system of Vlaiirk 17, wherein said document printer is 
disposed at a location other than saia second location and wherein delivery 
of said transmitted document influaes physical handling of said reproduced 
document by said disinterested party) 

19. Thessystem of claim 18, wherein said reproducing means 
further comprises means for reproducing an indicia of authorization to 
deliver said transmitte^document to said s\cond location by said 
disinterested party. 



20. The system of claim 19, wherein s^id indicia comprises a 
postage meter stamp. 



21. The system of claim 18, wherein said Receiving means further 
comprises: 



0408728 



45923-P012US-970903 



PATENT 



46 



me&ns for determining an address of said second location from 
information\ransmitted by said transmitting means. 

22. Th^\system of claim 21, wherein said reproducing means 
further comprises: 

means for preparing a delivery container suitable for use in 
delivering said transmitted document, said prepared delivery container 
including said determined\address. 

23. TJhe system of cliaim 17, jvherein said document printer is 
disposed at said second locafioi 

24. The system of$$%m l\ wherein said reproducing means 
comprises: 

means for determining a particx^ar method of delivery of said 
received document to said second locaticm; and 

means for reproducing said receiveosdocument according to said 
determination made by said determining me\ns. 



Ax) 25. The system of Maim 24, wherein said determining means 

comprises a database of preferred delivery methods. 



referred 



26. The systeriKof claim 1, further comprising: 
means operable at le^st_in part at said third location for sorting a 
plurality of transmitted do^UmenW including said transmitted document 
according to a criteria selecte^f?femi the group consisting of a delivery 
route, a recipient, a class of *K»lWery\£nd a sender. 
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57. \A system for transmitting a document from a first location to 
a sectfftd location through a disinterested third location, said system 
comprising: 

means for selecting said third location discrete from said first 
location and said second location, said third location being associated with 
a party disinterested m said transmitted document; 

means at least iik part operable at said first location for transmitting 
a document and authentication information to said third location; 

means at least in part operable at said third location for receiving 
said document and authentication information transmitted by said 
transmitting means, wherein said received document is in electronic form 
after receipt at said third location; 

means operable at least in^ part at said third location for identifying 
a sender of said transmitted document through reference to said 
authentication information; and 

means at least in part operable at said third location for reproducing 
for delivery to said second location said received electronic document in a 
plurality of different formats. 




28. The system ^1 claim 27, wherein pre-payment for 
transmission of said tra#siim&ed document is verified through reference to 
said authentication information 



29. The system ^>f claim 28, wherein said pre-payment is deducted 
from a credit register storecP^T saict\first location. 



30. The system of claiiA SjJ^wherein said pre-payment is deducted 
from a credit balance stored at said thkd location. 
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31. The system 
said transmitted docume 
authentication information. 




wherein payment for transmission of 
ed for through reference to said 
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A method for dispatching a document from a sender to a 



selected receiver, said method comprising the steps of: 

transmitting said document from said sender; and 
receiving said document transmitted by said transmitting step at a 
way location, wherein receipt of said electronic document at said way 
location includes the subs\eps of: 

reproducing said received document according to a selected 
format to be delivered\o said receiver; 

verifying an indication of pre-payment for said document 
transmission; and \ 

producing a confirmation of receipt of said received electronic 
document. \ 

33. The method of claim 32, further comprising the step of: 
time stamping transmission of said document. 

34. The method of claim 32, wherein said receiving step provides 
the ability to receive a document transmitted by a plurality of different 
transmitting devices having different communication protocols. 



35. The method o^eiSim 34Twhe*^in said transmitted document 
is a tangible hard copy. \ \ ) 

36. The method of claim 34, Vjrarein said transmitted document 
is an electronic transmission. \ 

37. The method of claim 34, whereiiXsaid plurality of different 
transmitting devices include at least a general purpose computer and a 
facsimile transmission device. \ 
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38. The method of claim 32, wherein said selected format of said 
reproducing substap is a predefined humanly readable format. 

39. The metkod of claim 32, wherein said selected format of said 
reproducing subst^p is\ avPrfcdefined electronic format. 



40. The method ofccbfim 39, wherein said preselected electronic 
format is a facsimile transHussion. 

41. The method of claim\39, wherein said preselected electronic 
format is an e-mail transmission. 

42. TheNmethod of claim 32, wherein selected format is indicated 
by information transmitted with said transmitted document. 



43. The methodSof claim 32, wherein said selected format is 
indicated through reference^ a database. 

44. The mettiod of claim 32, wherein said transmitting step 
utilizes a general purpose computer operating under control of an 
electronic mail application 

45. The method of )xlaim 32, wherein said transmitting step 
utilizes a general purposp-cdm^iiitreation device operating in combination 
with a communication server. 



46. The method of claim 3^/Wherein said transmitting step 
utilizes a general purpose computer operating under control of a special 
purpose application adapted specifically foksaid system. 
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47. Tfcie method of claim 32, wherein said transmitting step 
utilizes a facsimile machine. 

48. The method of claim 32, wherein said confirmation producing 
substep is not accomplished until said indication of prepayment is verified. 

49. The method of claim 32, wherein said indication of 
prepayment is an indicia of pre-payment deducted from a credit storage 
device, said indicia beingVransmitted accompanying said transmitted 
document. \ 

50. The method of claim 32, wherein said indication of pre- 
payment is provided by a recipient of said transmitted document. 



;r comprising the step of: 
Lccompanying the transmission 

52. The method of claim ^Sl, Wherein said additional information 
comprises instructions regarding the delivery of said transmitted document 
to said receiving location. \ 

53. The method of claim 51, wherein said additional information 
comprises instructions regarding storage of k copy of said transmitted 
document at said way location. \ 

54. The method of claim 32, further comprising the step of: 
determining an address of said recipient location from information 

included in said electronic document. \ 



51. The method of clain^ 
transmitting additional ii 
of said document. 
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55. The methofcLof claim 32, wherein said way location is a 
physical location discrete-ffQm slftd. sender and said receiver. 



56. The method of cl&ffc 55, wherein said way location is 
operated under control of a^delivery^service disinterested in said sender 
and said receiver. 
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A system for delivering information to a selected location 
a transmitting location, said system comprising: 
means at leastSin part operable at said transmitting location for 
transmitting said information to an intermediate location; and 

means at least in\part operable at said intermediate location for 
receiving said information transmitted by said transmitting means, 
wherein said receiving means comprises: 

means for electronically receiving said transmitted 
information including Vneans for converting said transmission to 
electronic form if said &f ansmitted information is not initially in 
electronic form; 

means for reproducing said information in human readable 
form, wherein said reproducing means also produces an indicia 
authorizing delivery of sai<\ human readable information to said 
selected location; and 

means for producing ai^ acknowledgement of receipt of said 
transmitted information. 



58. The system of claim 57, wherein said intermediate location is 
selected according to proximity to said selected location. 



59. The system of claim 58, wherein said intermediate location 
selection is accomplished automatically by said transmitting location 
through reference to address information with respect to said selected 
location. 



60. The system of claim 57, wherein said intermediate location is 
selected according to proximity to said transmitting location. 
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61. The sy$Jem of claim 57, wherein said electronic receiving 
means comprises: 

means for receiving electronic documents communicated utilizing 
different communication protocols. 

62. The method of claim 61, wherein said different 
communication protocols include at least two protocols selected from the 
group consisting of: 

a standardized electronic mail protocol; 
a special purpose mail communication protocol; 
a standardized facsimile protocol; 
"5 a standardized character based protocol; and 

V J a standardized packet based protocol. 

£ 

Jl 5^ s y stem °f claim 57, wherein said receiving means further 

il comprises: 
!? means for determining delivery address information with respect to 

"4 said selected location n;om information contained within said transmitted 

5 information. 

64. The system of cla^m 63, wherein said receiving means further 
comprises: 

means for verifying the acciii^icy of said delivery address 
information. 

^ ^ £ 65 * ^he system of Wim 57, further comprising: 

means for including ancillary information with said transmitted 
information, said ancillary information being suitable for use by said 
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receiving means in delivei^ of said transmitted information to said selected 
location. 

66. The system of claim 65, wherein said ancillary information 
comprises: 

means for funding the delivery of said transmitted information. 

67. Tnte system of claim 66, wherein said acknowledgement 

□ producing means Includes means for transmitting said acknowledgement to 

In said transmitting location, wherein said last mentioned transmitting means 

m is inactive until said finding means is confirmed. 

68. The systeiri of claim 65, wherein said funding means includes 
s at least a value data packet. 

69. The system of claim 68, wherein said value is deducted from a 
J credit stored at said transmitting location. 

70. The system of claim 65, wherein said ancillary information 
includes a delivery address of said selected location. 

/^^y ^ ^ e s y^ m °f claim 70, wherein said receiving means further 

comprises: 

means for verifyiii^ the accuracy of said delivery address 
information. 

72. The system of claim 65, wherein said ancillary information 
includes a time of transmission of said document by said transmitting 
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means, said time being provided by a secure time piece disposed at said 
transmitting location. 

73. The system of claim 65, wherein said ancillary information 
includes specific delivery information regarding the delivery of said human 
readable information, indicating selection of at least one delivery option of 
a plurality of delivery options available for delivery of said transmitted 
5 information. 



■ n 



74. The system of claim 57, wherein said reproducing means is 
operable at least in part at said selected location. 
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system for transmitting a document from a first location for 



delivery to a second location, said system comprising: 

means for selecting a third location discrete from said first location 
and said second location, said selection being based at least in part on a 
relative position of said third location to one of said first and said second 
locations; \ 

means at least in part operable at said first location for transmitting 
a document to said third location, said transmitting means also 
transmitting information witnyrespect to a value for delivery of said 
document; and \ 

means at least in part operable at said third location for receiving 
said document transmitted by said\ransmitting means, wherein said 
receiving means includes: \ 

means for receiving electronic document transmissions; 
means for reproducing saidVeceived document as a physical 
document and an electronic document to be delivered to said second 
location; and \ 

means for producing and transmitting a confirmation of 
receipt of said received electronic document to said first location. 

76. The syste!*n of claim 75, wherein said confirmation includes 
information selected fromNJie group consisting of: 
document transmission, information; 
document sender infomutticqi: and 
document recipient informktionN 



77. The system of clafap^To, ^herein said receiving means is 
adapted to receive documents transmitted from a general purpose 
computer, an electronic mail system, and a facsimile machine. 
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confirmation is accomplishe 
information. 



79. The systi 
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75, wherein said transmission of said 
sequent to verification of said value 



im 75, wherein said value information 
ucted from a credit storage device coupled 



80. The system of claim 79, wherein said credit storage device 
includes a real tikie clock and said transmission of said document is time 
stamped according^to said real time clock. 

81. The sysfem of claim 75, further comprising: 
means for archiving said electronic document at said third location. 

82. The system \*f claim 75, wherein said receiving means further 
comprises means for determining a physical location of said second 
location. 



83. The system of fclalm 82, wherein said reproduction means 
further comprises means for prj^aring a delivery container suitable for use 
in delivering said reproduceji / document, said prepared delivery container 
including said determined address. 



84. The system of claim 75, Wherein said transmitting means and 
said receiving means communicate at l^ast in part through a public 
communication network. \ 
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85. The 
is selected from the gr 
a public sw; 
the Inter: 

a computer networ, 
a cable syste: 



of claim 84, wherein said communication network 
consisting of: 
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